Review of the book Bibliography of the Soviet Union: Its Predecessors and Successors by Drobnicki, John A
City University of New York (CUNY)
CUNY Academic Works
Publications and Research York College
6-1995
Review of the book Bibliography of the Soviet
Union: Its Predecessors and Successors
John A. Drobnicki
CUNY York College
How does access to this work benefit you? Let us know!
Follow this and additional works at: http://academicworks.cuny.edu/yc_pubs
Part of the European History Commons, and the Library and Information Science Commons
This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the York College at CUNY Academic Works. It has been accepted for inclusion in
Publications and Research by an authorized administrator of CUNY Academic Works. For more information, please contact
AcademicWorks@cuny.edu.
Recommended Citation
Drobnicki, John A. 1995, June. Review of the book Bibliography of the Soviet Union: Its predecessors and successors, by Bradley L.
Schaffner. Choice 32(10): 1580.
32-5433 DK17 94-1673 CIP
Schaffner, Bradley L. Bibliography of the Soviet Union, its prede-
cessors and successors. Scarecrow, 1995. 569p (Scarecrow area 
bibliographies, 5) index afp ISBN 0-8108-2860-X, $72.50
Approximately 3,200 monographs in Western European languages, pri-
marily English, published since 1984 are included in this massive bibliogra-
phy of recent scholarship covering thq Russian Empire, the former USSR, and 
its successor states (including the Baltic countries). Subject coverage includes 
the arts and humanities as well as history and social sciences. Each entry gives 
full bibliographic information, including series and pagination data, but indi-
vidual essays are not indexed and there are no annotations. Although it takes 
as its central theme the former Soviet Union, this volume reads more like a 
printed libraiy catalog than a bibliography, since the value of some materi-
als included is questionable (e.g., a Riga yellow pages; a history of the Esto-
nian Postal Service). The records are arranged under a somewhat cumber-
some system of modified LC subject headings (from the 10th ed. of LCSH, 
1986), with no cross-references and with each book listed only once. Altliough 
tliere is an author index, there is no table of contents or schematic outline, 
leaving the reader unsure which subheadings are going to be used. This 
bibliography, nonetheless, is a good supplement to the older ones com-
piled by Stephan M. Horak (e.g., Russia, the USSR, and Eastern Europe, CH, 
Feb’88).—}. A. Drobnicki, formerly, St.John’s University
